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And N ſon r made him horns ft 
iron: and he ſaid, « Thus faith the Lord, with theſe 
| «& ſhalt thou puſh the Syrians, until thou have con- — 
« ſumed them.” And all the prophets prophefied fo, C 
ſaying, © Go up to Ramoth-Gilead, and proſper, for | 
the Lord ſhall deliver it into the king's hand.” I 


P ˙ U 
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MID thoſe cauſes which impelled the | I 
| infatuated Ahab to ruſh headlong o ; | 
= bis ruin, we may place the flatteries and ſan- 1 

guinary diſpoſition of thoſe on whom he re- 
lied with too implicit a confidence, as by no if 


means the leaſt effective. Threatened by the _ 
voice of Elijah with utter deſtruction both to [ 
himſelf and his whole poſterity,” on account | 
of his having 1 murdered Naboth at the inſti- 1 
gation of his wife Jezebel, we find that wick- 2 

Wes „„ © ed 


cn) 


ed and idolatrous king rending his clothes, 
putting on ſackcloth, and faſting. That his 
penitence had ſomewhat ſincere in it, and 

was not merely confined to external demon- - 
ſtrations of ſorrow, we have eyery reaſon to 
infer from its meeting with ſuch an accept- 
ance from the great ſearcher of all hearts, that 
God announced to the prophet his merciful | 
Intention of ſuſpending, for a time, the heavy 
ſentence he had pronounced, on account of 
| Ahab's having humbled himſelf. The facred 
hiſtorian immediately proceeds to inform us, 
at the commencement of the chapter whence 
I have ſelected my text, that a ceſſation of 
three years from the war took place between . 
Syria and Ifrael. 


But tranſient, alas ! were the good refolu: 
tions of a man who had addicted himſelf to 
follow idols, and whoſe hands were ſtained 
with innocent blood, inſomuch, that he 1s 
characterized as havin g ſold himſelf to work 

wickedneſs. 


. 
wickedneſs: His propenſity to g0 forth to 
battle ſoon operated upon him with redoubled 
violence, on finding an ally ſuited to his pur- 
poſe in Jehoſaphet king of Judah, who re- 
plied to his overtures of uniting their forces 
in making an attack upon Ramoth-Gilead, 
in the following memorable words : I am 
as thou art, my people as thy people, my 
« horſes as thy horſes.” In ſo little eſtima- 
tion were the lives of ſubjects then held, that 
their ſovereign made not the ſmalleſt ſcruple 
of facrificing them in a quarrel with which 
he originally had no concern: but let it, at 
the ſame time, be remembered, that he ſhared 
with them in every danger, that he expoſed 
his own perſon with the utmoſt indifference, 
putting on royal attire, and ſtanding a con- 
ſpicuòus mark in the front of the battle. 


Loud and zealous acclamations from thoſe 
of whom he enquired concerning the will of 
a completed Ahab's deluſion. We 
B 2 read 
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read that he gathered to ether 'about four 

kundred prophets, and ſaid to them, Shall 
] go againſt Ramoth- Gilead to battle, or 

© ſhall I forbear ?” and they anſwered, © Go 
up, for the Lord ſhall deliver it into the 
* hand of the ne” 


: Having * ſhortly mk the alles 
which I make choice of for this day's dif- 
courſe, I ſhall proceed, in the firſt place, to 
make a few obſervations on what has too 
often been the conduct of prieſts both before 
the propagation of Chriſtianity, and after- 
Wards, in the dark ages, as they are frequently 
termed; ſecondly, to mark out what ought 
to be, and no doubt i is, the conduct of moſt 
ecclefiaftics in the preſent age; and laſtly, to 
draw ſome practical inferences from this 


day's ſolemnity. 


| Among all civilized nations, from the ear- 
lieſt records, there has been ſome diſtinct 
order 


4 


1 


order of men ſet apart for officiating in divine 
worſhip, like the whole tribe of Levi among 


the Jews; we accordingly find that when 
Moſes took a diſtin& account in the wilder- 


neſs of Sinai, of all thoſe who were able te 


go forth to war, that tribe was expreſsly 


forbidden to be numbered ; their charge 
being intirely confined to the watching over 
the tabernacle. If prepoſterous ideas of ob- 
taining glory by the ſlaughter of thouſands 
operated firſt on the mighty hunter Nimrod, 


on the Anakims, who fancied their ſtrength 


ſo great that none could ſtand before them, 


or on the Goliahs of Gath, trained up to war 


from their earlieſt years; ſuch errors, though 
extremely pernicious, may in theſe inſtances 
be conſidered as ſomewhat characteriſtic. 


Among the worſhippers of Baal, who, on 


finding their deity regardleſs of their invo- 

cations, fancied he was purſuing, or on a 

journey, and after repeatedly erying out to 

him with the loudeſt ſhrieks, in order to at 
B 3 tra 


PPP 


— 


T4, 
tract his attention, cut themſelves with > 
« knives and lancets till the blood guſhed 

' out upon them; no wonder if we find the 
moſt ſanguinary diſpoſitions predominate; 
but the prieſts of the living God, even 
under the Judaical diſpenſation, imbibed far | 
better leſſons. In the predicted downfall of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, Iſaiah 

throughout his fourteenth chapter, which 
has been univerſally admired as containing 
the moſt ſublime imagery, ſets forth 1 in glow- 
ang colours the wickedneſs and folly of diſtin- 
guiſhed conquerors : I might quote the whole, 
but ſhall here only produce the following 
ſhort extract: The Lord hath broken the 
© ſtaff of the wicked, and the ſceptre of the 

K rulers. He who ſmote the people in 
„ wrath with a continual ſtroke; he that 
J ruled the nations in anger is perſecuted, 
and none hindereth. How art thou cut 
« down to the ground, which didſt weaken 
& the nations !” 


Nothing 


. 
Nothing that bears relation to the [hiſtory 
of David, whoſe character as a prophet is 
equally conſpicuous with that which he'6b= 
tained by his martial achievements, will, I 


am perſuaded, appear to you an unneceſlary de- 


viation from my ſubject. Among thoſe praiſes 
of the Creator of the Univerſe, which occur in 
the writings of the pſalmiſt, who was himſelf 
a ſucceſsful warrior, we find none more fre- 
quent than the grateful mention of almighty 
power being exerted in putting a ſtop to 
| carnage : © He maketh wars to ceaſe unto the 
end of the earth: He breaketh the bow, 
« and'cutteth the ſpear in ſunder; he burneth 
« the chariot in the fire.” A ſtrong ſenſe of 
religion tau ght the royal ſeer, and he well 
knew how to apply the ſalutary maxim to 


the caſe of thoſe with whom he was at va- 


riance, that overweening preſumption is al- 


ways ina ſtate of the moſt imminent danger 3 


that whenever © the nations furiouſly rage 
* together, and the people imagine a vain 
„ thing 
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* ſtand up, and the rulers take counſel. to- 
« gether;” deviſing ſchemes of inordinate 
2mbition, © he that dwelleth in heaven ſhall 
e ugh them to feorn, and break theny i in 
7 ere like a potter's veſſel.” 
11 A variety of ET ations; which che FR | 
| ther, too often, only meditated, the ſon, we 
find, practiſed. The temple which David 
14 d vowed unto the Lord his God, but was 
xpreſsly prohibited even from laying the 
fqundation & on account of the abundant 
flood which he had ſhed upon the earth, was 
reed with purer hands by Solomon, of 
whom 1t is recorc 2d, among the inſtances of 
his ſuperior wiſdom, that he had peace 
Lon all ſides/ round about him, and Judah | 
3 Hrael dwelt ſafely every man under 
« his own vine, and under his fig-tree, from 
Dan even to Beerſheba, all the days of 
« Solomon,” 


But 


| 55 C's 

ut ſound underſtanding is rarely to be 
found in the catalogue of thoſe | hereditary 
treaſures which monarchs tranſmit to their 
ſucceſſors. No ſooner had Rehoboam 'afs 
cended the throne, than, by the advice of 
young men, he told the deputies of the con- 
gregation, that his little finger ſhould be 
« thicker than his father's loins, and that he 
would chaſtiſe them with ſcorpions.” A 
very conſiderable part of his dominions was 
hereupon irretrievably rent away from him; 
nor can there be any room for doubting that 
he abundantly fulfilled theſe havghty aſ- 
ſurances towards thoſe who yet remained in 
ſubjection to him, by making the young ad- 
viſers his ſtanding council. One of his ear- 
lieſt exploits was the building fifteen exceed- 
ing ſtrong cities for defence, which ſeems to 
have been merely a prelude to his entering 
into hoſtilities, in the fifth year of his reign, 

with Shiſhak, king of Egypt; and it is ſuffi- 
ciently notorious from the united experience 


of 


(100 
of all ages, that it is the invariable tendency 
of war, while it aggrandizes and enriches @ 
few, to heap abundant . on the bulk 
of the people. = 


When Chriſtianity ſucceeded to the law 
delivered by Moſes, the doctrine of univerſal 
charity and brotherhood was, with great 
energy, inculcated by our Saviour and his 
apoſtles. The precept delivered in the Le- 
vitical inſtitution, Thou ſhalt not avenge 
* nor bear any grudge againſt the children of 
e thy people, but thou ſhalt love thy neigh- 
e bour as thyſelf,” admits of a very circum- 
ſcribed definition ; we accordin gly find it ſo 
conſtrued by the Jewiſh doctors, as to take 
in only thoſe of their own nation, till the 
great founder of our religion taught us a far 
better interpretation, and illuſtrated it by his 
excellent parable of the good Samaritan, 
which teaches us to conſider the whole hu- 


man ſpecies as nearly allied to each other, 
5 | being 


(En 
being all children of one common father. 
We muſt be more captious than the lawyer 


there f poken of, who aſked, © who is my 
« neighbour,” and more bent upon juſtify= 
ing our own little narrow local prejudices, if, 
after reading the whole of the context, we 


can entertain any farther doubt upon the 


: ſubject. 


40 Wiſdom from above,” is defined by St. 
James, to be peaceable, gentle, and eaſy. 
to be intreated: his account of the origin 


of war immediately follows; he attributes 
it ſolely to the luſts, and evil propenſities of 
mankind. h 


"_—_— the primitive times, the followers 


of a crucified Saviour, tried, like gold i in the 
furnace, by repeated perſecutions, and fa- 
voured by few mighty, or learned men of 


this world, recommended their doctrines to 


a number of proſelytes by the meekneſs and 


purity of their lives, and though unprotect- 
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ed by earthly potentates were ſtill gaining 
ground. The converſion of Conſtantine 
cauſed a ſtupendous influx of riches from 
various quarters to pour down upon the 
church; at the ſame time giving eſtabliſh- 
ment to what is uſually denominated the 
Hierarchy, or aſſumed authority of eccle- 
fiaſtics over the conſciences of men, accom- 
panied with an undue ſhare of temporal rank 


and power: a long period of time, which has 


emphatically been called the dark ages, fol- 


lowed ſoon after, in the midſt of which that 
direful portent the papal ſupremacy, conſi- 


dered by our ableſt writers as that myſtic 
Babylon, ſhadowed out to us in the Apo- 


calypſe, gradually erected its authority over 
the diſcomfited witneſſes of the truth, who 


ay proſtrate beneath its feet. 


Wars, of all others, the moſt deteſtable, 
thoſe which aſſumed to themſelves the title 
of religious, at length broke forth. The 
moſt active runden in ſtirring up the 


Princes 


„ 


princes of Europe to undertake the prepoſ- | 


terous enterprize of reſcuing Jeruſalem from 
the Saracens, was a fanatic, known by the 
name of Peter the Hermit. How that war 
terminated, after deluging the earth with 
blood for a long ſeries of years, it would be ſu« 


perfluous to recount: its effects were durable : 


in the actions as well as the ſufferings of its 
votaries. Prieſts, in thoſe ages, forgetting 
their Bible, together with all the leſſons 
which it includes, took up the helmet and 
the ſpear; they utterly diſgraced themſelves, 


and proſtituted their ſacred function: for 


they were not only employed in the idle ſu- 
perſtition of conſecrating banners, and thun- 
dering down martial admonitions from their 
pulpits, but mingled in the thickeſt fray. 


The annals of various nations record their 


proweſs: nor can we forget the ſevere re- 
proof which one of the popes received, when, 
on his fending to intercede for the liberty of a 
coping en the coat of mall, which had 


been 
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been ſtripped from the military prelate's 
ſhoulders, was brought to him by order of 
the victorious chief, with the following 
pointed interrogatory: © Whether he re- 
* cognized this as the coat of his ſon Jo- 
« ſeph? 


Let us, in the ſecond place, take a view 
| of Chriſtianity as reſtored in a certain degree 
to its original purity, by the light of the 
reformation diſpelling many of thoſe dark 
clouds which had overſhadowed it. After 
the corruptions of the Romiſh church be- 
came ſo notorious as to threaten the extinc- 

tion of all morality, as well as religion, there 
aroſe a ſet of men, who, under every dif- 
couragement the world could give to ſo 
arduous an undertaking, laboured to recal 
the attention of their hearers to the 'plain 
doctrines of the goſpel. Bonds, cruel mock- 
_ ings, and even death itſelf, accompanied with 
tortures, awaited many of them: yet they 
{till 


TW * 

Mill yetſevercd 4 unſhaken firmneſs. The 
invention of printing, about that period, con- 
tributed to diffuſe literature more widely, 
and operated as an adventitious mean of 
making their opinions more generally known. 
Nor is the effect of their pious exertions yet 
wholly obliterated. Even thoſe who ſtill 
adhere to the papal ſuperſtition, have by 
degrees loſt ſomething of their former ig- 


norance. Amidſt the depravity of theſe later 


ages, while the faith of many, from abun- 
dance of co-operating cauſes, waxes cold, 
ſome regard to propriety of character, and ex- 
ternal decency, is ſtill kept up. We no longer 
meet with any inſtances of eccleſiaſtics ex- 


hibiting themſelves in the ranks of battle; 


but are told that there have been ſome in- 
ſtances upon record, and it is devoutly to be 
wiſhed they may hereafter become more fre- 
quent, of dignified churchmen acquitting 
themſelves with much credit in forwarding 
negociations for peace, even without any 
3 vie w 
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holy Scriptures,” are well defined "i St. 


fe 
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view to their own temporal emolument, 


Paul in his Epiſtle to Timothy, to be & pro- 
*<, fitable for doctrine, for reptoof, for cor 
E rection, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs: 

though wreſted by ſome to the moſt baneful 


purpaſes, there is no evil propenſity in our 
corrupt nature which they are not calculated 


to amend. Their {till ſmall voice operated 


| equally on the devout Ethiopian eunuch, en- 
truſted by Candace with all. her treaſures, 


and on the perſecutor who ſet out for Da- 


maſcus, breathing out threatenings and 


flaughter. The fame paſſage often holds 


forth an abundant variety of wholeſome ad- 


monitions. Our great Teacher addreſſing 
the multitudes who followed him on a ſab- 


bath- day from the houſe of one of the chief 


Phariſees, at the ſame time that he warned 
them againſt placing any confidence in thoſe 
ſudden enthuſiaſtic flights of devotion, which 
urge men raſhly to undertake what they have 
not 


N 

not ſuffleient abilities or reſolution to ac- 
compliſh; illuſtrates the ſalutary caution by 
two ſimilitudes level to all capacities, and 
too important for me to omit citing them 
here at full length. For which of you, 
40 intending to build a tower, ſitteth not 
« down firſt, and counteth the coſt, whether 
© he have ſufficient to finiſh it? left, haply, 
« after he hath laid the foundation, and is 
* not able to finiſh it, all that behold it 
begin to mock him, faying, This man 
„began to build, and was not able to finiſh, 
Or what king, going to make war againſt 
another king, ſitteth not down firſt, and 

© conſulteth whether he be able with ten 


e thouſand to meet him that cometh againſt | 
* him with twenty thouſand? or elſe, while 


the other is yet a great way off, he ſendeth 


* an embaſſage, and deſireth conditions of 


©. PEaCes 


I wo of the greateſt ſprings whence human 
9 actions 


68 


n actions may generally be traced, are either 


ambition or avarice. There is no intelli- 
gent being in ſo poor and abject a ſtate as to 
| have his boſom totally inſenſible of the 
I former emotion: and if we eſtimate the 

character of diſtant ages, by that of the 
A period in which we live, we ſhall be con- 
1 vinced, that thoſe who are ſo opulent, that, 
l like the rich man in the goſpel, they want 
room where to beſtow their fruits, have very 
ſeldom been untainted by a love of money, 
I} impellin g them even to the meaneſt actions. 
"The leſſon before us ſuits every gradation of 


rank, and is equally applicable to the palace 
or the cottage. Whether we erect caſtles, 
and ſend forth armies to the field, or have 
only a ſlender pittance, and our on bodily 
ſtrength to rely upon, we are equally culpa- 
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ble in indulging ſuch vain expenditure as we 


cannot long have means to ſupport; or in 
being hurried on, by any wild paroxyms of 
revenge, to attack thoſe who are too ſtrong 
| — 
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for us. Whether ve act ſolely from our 
- own erroneous opinions, or ſuffer ourſelves 
to be guided by the advice of thoſe who art- 
fully practice upon our credulity, till they | 


have warped our better judgment to the 


ſiniſter purpoſes of their own oftentation or 
malevolence; all our haughty projects muſt 
Invariably terminate indiſappointment;ſhame, 


and ruin. 


If, in the days of Noah, men, deaf to his 


pious admonitions, indulged themſelves in 


every ſenſual gratification, till the flood came, 
and ſwept them away, what wonder, if, in a 


the diſtreſſes of the public, diſregard every 
warning, and are the laſt to ſee, ſo as to 


apply any effectual remedy to the miſchiefs 
which impend over their country ? 


We ſometimes have been told by thoſe 
whom the aſſertion leaſt of all became, I 


C2 mean 
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corrupt and ſelfiſh age, thoſe who thrive by © 1 
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mean b themſelves, that the chriſtian prieſt. 
hood are a ſingularly learned body of men: 
if this be really the caſe, there is no purſuit 
in which they can apply ſuch acquired know- 
ledge more beneficiallyto the reſpective com- 
munities in which they live, than by at- 
tempting to remove thoſe narrow prejudices, 
which too often deſcend like an inheritance, 
and by inculcating the great doctrine of uni- 
verſal love: however it may ſound, in the 
car of a philoſopher, like obvious and even 

trite morality, to remark, that « God bath ; 
* made of one blood all nations of men for 
« to dwell on the face of the earth, and 
 « hath determined the times before ap- 
66 pointed, and the bounds of their habita- 
« tion.“ Theſe natural ſentiments are fre- 
quently counteracted, even in the early edu- 
cation of youth, by inſtilling that contempt 
of foreign manners and governments, and 
thoſe overweening notions of the ſuperio- 
rity of the land in which our habitation is 
. allotted 


\ 
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allotted to us, which are vulgarly miſcalled | 
patriotiſm, or the love of our country. The 


real friend to his country is at the ſame time 


inſtigated by benevolence to all mankind: he, 
if liſtened to, would fix the proſperity of his 
native realm on the ſtable baſis of peace, fru- 
gality, and induſtry ; inſtead of graſping at 
its aggrandizement by a ſyſtem of bribery, 
extortion, and rapine: neither ought we to 
look for its betrayers among thoſe who have 
been anxious to import wiſdom as precious 
merchandiſe, and corre& what is univerſally 
acknowledged to be amiſs at home, by a 
temperate reform; avoiding the errors, and 
adopting the wholeſome inſtitutes of other 
nations. The worſt enemies to any country 
are they who, inſidiouſly working on the evil 
paſſions of the multitude, urge the profuſe 
ſquandering of blood and treaſure, till thou- 
fands of widows and orphans ſhall have to 
lament the loſs of thoſe moſt dear to them, 
ſlain, far from their homes, in needleſs un- 


profitable 


2 
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8 profitable quarrels; and yet greater numbers | 


reduced from a ſtate of uſeful labour. to utter . 
beggary, ſhall be found ſtarving in the ſtreets 
of its depopulated Cities. 


| How many accompliſhed ſcholars are to 


be found in the world, who have not the 


leaſt idea © what manner of ſpirit they are 
of, who apparently forget that the Son 
« of Man came not to deſtroy men's lives, 


but to ſave them?” The proud and vio- 
lent, hurried away by tranſports of indigna- 
tion againſt thoſe whom they perhaps erro- 
neouſly conceive to be greater ſinners than 


themſelves, would, like Elijah, call down 
fire from heaven to conſume them: but ſurely 
the Miniſter who is ſtationed at the altars of 
the Prince of Peace, has been taught a far 


different leſſon. 


If chriſtian perfection be found too hard 
for us to attain, let us recollect how Aaron, 
whom 


} 


„ 
whom the Pſalmiſt calls the Saint of the 
WD Lord,” acted at a moſt aweful criſis, when 
i the earth had opened, and ſwallowed up 
-  Darhan, and covered the company of Abi- 
„ e rams and the wrath of the Lord, which : 
= followed the earthquake, had deſtroyed above 


fourteen thouſand more of the people. How 
conſonant to their holy profeſſion will it be 
eſteemed, if thoſe who are ſet apart to the 
immediate ſervice of God, unite their inter- 
poſition as one man, to put an end to the 
ſufferings of their brethren; ſubſtituting 
prayers and tears for the cenſor filled with 
incenſe. Regardleſs of any human praiſe, or 


evil report, looking for no recompence but 
the approbation of God, and their own con- 
ſciences, let them come forward i in imitation 
of this Jewiſh High Prieſt, and take their 
| ſtand © between the dead and the living.” 
The ſucceſsful exertions of this good Shep- 


herd to fave the flock placed under his care, 1 
are admirably illuſtrated in the book, enti- | 
| C4 tled, 1 4 


: the miniſters of the goſpel. 


. E 5 
tled, „ The Wiſdom of Solomon,” which is 
leſs read than it deſerves, from being placed 
among the Apocryphal writers. There 
« was a deſtruction of the multitude in the 
« Wilderneſs but the wrath endured not 
« long. For then the blameleſs man made 


* 


N 


haſte, and ſtood forth to defend them; and 
te bringing the ſhield of his proper miniſtry, 


s even prayer, and the propitiation of in- 


« cenſe, ſet himſelf againſt the wrath, and 


Lag 


« ſo brought the calamity to an end. So he g — 
« overcame the deſtroyer, not with ſtrengtng 


© of body, nor force of arms, but with a 


c word ſubdued he him that puniſhed, al- 
* ledging the oaths and covenants made with 


KR 
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the fathers.” If happily the wide-waſting | 


peſtilence of war cam yet be ſtayed, by their 


earneſt and pathetic interceſſions both to 


their maſters on earth, and that far greater 
maſter who fitteth in the heavens, ages yet 
_ unborn may have abundant cauſe to bleſs 


How 
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How fur the important ſeries of events, 
which are now occupying the attention of 
the world, may tend to the production of 
that great criſis foretold in the Revelation 

of St. John, the downfall of Babylon, it is 
by no means incumbent upon me to hazard 
any conjecture. We ſee as yet, it muſt be 
confeſſed, no ſymptoms of that happy ſtate 
of things ſpoken of by the prophet Iſaiah, 


and uſually interpreted as relating to Chriſt's 


kingdom upon earth. But of all the ſenti- 
ments hazarded on what is far beyond our 
| ſhallow underſtandings to fathom, the cal- 
culations of thoſe who confidently repreſent 
the final judgment of the world as a period 
ſtill far diſtant, may juſtly be reprobated, not 


only as of no authority, but as. extremely 


_ pernicious in their tendency. On that, and 
many other ſubjects, all raſh aſſertions are 


totally unbecoming. Among the bad effects 


imputed by our Saviour himſelf to the evil 
ſervants entertaining a notion that his Lord 


would 
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would delay his coming, the firſt and princi- 
pal one mentioned is his beginning © to ſmite 


* his fellow-ſervants,” on which he aſſures 
us, that © the Lord of that ſervant ſhall come 
* in a day when he looketh not for him, and 


in an hour that he is not aware of, and 
© ſhall cut him aſunder, and appoint him 


« his portion with the hypocrites.” If theſe 


threatenings reach, as undoubtedly they da, 
even down to thoſe who, in the loweſt 


ſtation, are guilty of any cruel or oppreſſive 


conduct, though their powers to diſturb the 
general harmony of the creation are ex- 


tremely limited; how much rather do they 
include thoſe who have both the abilities and 
inclination to operate extenſive miſchiefs! 
Let the proud oppreſſors of mankind, againſt 
whom the blood of thouſands cries to heaven 


for vengeance, read this aweful doom, and 


tremble. It no leſs behoves thoſe who have 


on the other hand received ſome trivial pro- 


vocation, whether nations, or individuals, af 
their 


tp) 


chile own free accord to. remit the had 


pence that are due to them, leſt their of- 
tended maſter ſhould deliver them over to 


the tormentors, till they can, ſatisfy his * 


demand of ten thouſand talents. 


A AA ag 


It remains to — a few remarks on thoſe 
ſtated ſeaſons of penitence, which, it is evi- 


dent, were among the Jews often converted 


to the worſt purpoſes ; the prophet Iſaiah 
ſpeaks of the manner in which their faſts 


were ſolemniſed with a more than common 


degree of indignation : “ Behold ye faſt ſor 
e debate and ſtrife, and to ſmite with the fiſt 


of wickedneſs ; ye ſhall not faſt as ye do 
* this day to make your voice to be heard on 
« high: is it ſuch a faſt as I have choſen, a 
day for a man to afflit his ſoul ? Is it to 
„bow down his head like a bulruſh ?” 


Here we may obſerve the mere external de- 


monſtrations of ſorrow without real amend- 
ment, conſidered as an unavailing homage, 


and 


N 
N 


CF 
and the ſtill groſſer abuſes of ſuch a ſo- 
lemnity to ſerve the purpoſes of arrogance 
and contention, pronounced to be in the ut- 
moſt degree hatcful to our Maker. The 
character of cenſors differs widely from that 
of penitents; nor does it ſeem poſſible for us 
to ſpend the ſeaſon appropriated to humilia- 
tion in a manner leſs devout than by expatia- 
ting on the wickedneſs of thoſe with whom 
we are at variance ; thus acted the proud 
Phariſee when he went up to the temple to 
pray, pointing out to the great Searcher of all 
Hearts, the publican who appears to have 
ſtood near him, as a ſinner, and extolling, by 
the compariſon, his own ſuperior righteouſ- 
neſs; but we find the reſult was, that he 
went down to his houſe leſs juſtified than 
that publican, againſt whom he had been ſo 
bitterly inveighing ; for, 10 every one that 
« exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed.. 


The really good are far more cautious and 
5 moderate 
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modejats in their ATE St. Jude re- 
commends. the government of the tongue, 
more forcibly than any. precept could have 
done, in the ſtriking contraſt which he ſets 


before his readers.” © Filthy dreamers ſpeak 


evil of the things they know not: yet Mi- 
* chael the archangel, when, contending with 


* the devil, he diſputed about the body of 
«« Moſes, durſt not bring againſt him a rail» 


ing accuſation.” 


Groſs intemperance of words acquires 
greater guilt, in proportion as it is premedi- 
tated and perſevered in; we ought to revere 
ourſelves ſo much as to curb even our very 
thoughts, and reſtrain our outward geſtures 
from exhibiting any unſeemly indications of 


rage, even when no human witneſſes are Z 
-preſent. It being our duty to“ honor all 
men, we are indiſputably bound to be- 


ware of giving unneceſſary offence even to 


the meaneſt, by the harſh or overbearing 


manner | 


© Cw} 
manner in dic weexpreſs ourſelves ; if rea- 


fon fail in perſuading us to obſerve this con- 
duct at all times, the behaviour even of the 


moſt petulant, under ſome circumſtances,ſhews 
us how eaſy it were. Our own timid appre» 
henſions have more authority over us than 
any arguments; while we treat our inferiors, uh, 


or thoſe who are at a ſufficient diſtance from 
us, with contumely, and are prone to liti- 


giouſneſs in the preſence of our equals,. we 


naturally approach thoſe who are conſidera 


bly ſuperior to us, with mild language and 


the moſt reſpectful demeanor. 


The inſpired authors of the Old Teſta- 
ment, in a variety of paſſages, uſe the phraſe, 
« Lord of Hoſts,” to denote the ſupreme 


creator of the univerſe; the ſignification ap- 
pears ſo obvious, that it muſt _— that 


none but ſuch as are wilfully blind can poſſibly 
miſunderſtand it ; the idea which it conveys 
to us, being only this; that © the battle is 


« not 
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* not to the ſtrong;” but that victory in 
war, equally with ſucceſs in every other un- 
dertaking, depends ſolely on the will of the 
Moſt High; but from the language now 
held, it ſeems as if too many, and among 


them thoſe from whom better things might 
be expected, conſtrued, © Lord of Hoſts, 
to mean a God whoſe wrath, like that of 
Heſus worſhipped by the ancient Gauls, 
could only be appeaſed by hecatombs of hu- 
man facrifices. 


A few only of thoſe numerous evils which - 
are inſeparable from war, are to -be fought 
for upon the field of battle, among the heaps. 
who lie ſlain, or diſabled by their wounds: 
all property 1s thrown into confuſion ; the 
din of arms utterly filencing the voice of the 


laws; the enemy plunder on one fide, and on 


the other, the wretched inhabitants too fre- 
quently ſuffer equal outrages from the 
nn called in ſor their protection; the 
dearth 


(32 ) 


5 . of proviſions inſtigating friends, as 4 
well as faes, to ſupply their neceſſities by 
violence; the huſbandman, torn away from 
the plough, is compelled to aſſiſt in laying 
waſte the fields which he has been tilling for ; 
the ſubſiſtence of his family, or to fire the 
barns and ſtorehouſes in which their food 
was depoſited. Infectious diſeaſe accom- 


panied by famine ſtalks through the land. 

To the fertile plains of Poland having been 
recently converted into a wide deſert, may be 

aſcribed ſome portion of the diſtreſs which at 
this moment affects the remoteſt corners of 

Europe ; holding forth a terrible inſtance of 

thoſe extenſive miſchiefs which attend the 
' foul conſpiracies of barbarian 2 


1 proportion as a idea af its being 
meritorious to hate thoſe who are conſidered 
as enemies to religion, diffuſes its baleful in- 
fluence among the unlettered laity, it be- 
comes more neceſſary for their Se 
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| piſtors- frequently and earneſtly. to remind 
them, that in every poſlible inſtance of this 
nature, vengeance: belongs to God only, and 
is not by him entruſted to any human vice- 
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That an intolerant and perſecuting ſpirit, 
little ſhort of that which actuated the cru- 
faders, has again broken forth with much 
violence in this iſland, it is im poſſible to 
doubt. We moſt of us have ſeen with our 
own eyes this metropolis, in various parts of 
it, defaced by the blazing fragments of houſes 
inhabited by Roman Catholics, conſigned to 
deſtruction through a zeal for the Proteſtant 
cauſe ; and yet more recently, in one of our 
| moſt crowded provincial towns, has the furious 
hand of fanatical orthodoxy been raiſed in a 
ſimilar manner againſt Preſbyterians; nor, in 


either inſtance, were thoſe deeds of darkneſs 


confined to the ſecrecy of a few, or attempted . 
to be veiled by the ſhades of night. Theſe 
abominations, on reading which, poſterity 


„ will 
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will have to blu for their anceſtors, were 
openly perpetrated at noon day, in the pre: 
ſence of __ numbers, who either. &- 
cretly connived at them, or were too much yy 
. intimidated to venture upon making any 
effectual reſiſtance. 


If the ſame evil ſpirit ſtill ferment in our 
boſoms ; if we proceed irretrievably to em- 
broil ourſelves with thoſe whom we pretend 
to look upon as Atheiſts, greater evils: than 
any which have been already mentioned, 
may yet await us; in days of yore, the in · : 
_ fidel Mahometan emperor diſplayed to hea- 
ven, on the point of his lance, the ſcroll 
which contained a violated league, and ob- 
tained a deciſive victory over the Chriſtians. 
The beſt, and indeed the only, means of 
promotin g the eſſential intereſts of religion, 
are, by the ſoundneſs of our doctrines, and 
the purity of our lives, each for himſelf in 
his own individual capacity; the ſame may 


be aſſerted in regard to the moſt flouriſhing 
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empires; for, as the PAalmiſt jadioioully hn 
ſerves, there is no king ſaved by the mul- 
« titude of an hoſt, a mighty man My * 
by livered by much ne 1 5 | 


Still lefs reliance is to be placed on meets, 
ing with effectual ſuccour, in the hour of 


| diſtreſs, from other nations, by whatſoever 
ties they may be attached to us, eſpecially if 


their alliance is either purchaſed with gold, 
or obtained by menaces. One part of Reb- 
ſhakeh's ſpeech, when he ſummoned Jeru- 


falem to ſurrender to the arms of Sennacherib, 


is founded on irrefragable reaſon, and appears 
to have been completely ſanctioned by the 


event: Now behold thou truſteſt upon | 


** the ſtaff of this bruiſed reed, even upon 
Egypt, on which if a man lean it will go 


into his hand, and pierce it: ſo is Pharaoh 


* king of Egypt unto all that truſt on him.“ 

For in the ſequel to theſe tranſactions, we 
hear no more of Pharaoh than of the de- 
moliſhed idols of Hamath and Arpad. The 


great. 
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One of Iſrael; on the other hand, Hezekiah, 
and his ſubjects, owed their preſerva rvation tion from... 


benignant e of a Divine Prori- 
dence. 5 | 6 UNS” TD : . W — 44s Mo 


addreſſed myſelf, ſeldom diſpoſed: 0 paſs oveh 


anticipated the obſervation I was going to 
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gent error of ie Ayr ; conſiſted 
in his reproachingꝰ and blaſpheming th h 0 g E | 


l : & 


: ent ruin, not to the horſes and dee 
ef Egypt, but to their own: piety, and the | 


| 1 3 
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To conclude, the clerical order, to whom E 
I have in this diſcourſe more immediately 


in filence what manifeſtly tends to the honor Y | 
of their profeſſion, have, no doubt, — 


make, by recollecting that there was coun 
even at Ahab's council-board, in Michaialt . 

the ſon of Imlah, one virtuous upright, pre 
phet, who — himſelf to che int Tr 
of humanity... 5 VF 


ThE END. 


